Veterans Day
event calls for

D.C. rights
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Two men who were among the
first black pilots in the ULS. armed
forces marked Veterans Day Mon-
day by advocating full civil rights
for DL.C. citizens.

Dnstrict residents Major Louwis
Anderson and William T. Fauntroy
Je, members of the pioneering
Tuskepee Airmen during World War
I, were honored at a ceremony at
the African American Civil War
Museum. After thanking D.C. offi-
clals for recogmzing their service,
both veterans weighed in on the
Distriet’s lack of local budget auton-
omy and congressional voting rights,
casting these issues as modern-day
civil righis offenses.

Anderson, who received a Con-
gressional Gold Medal from D.C.
Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, said
he saw a parallel between DUCs
current strugzle and that of black
airmen more than six decades ago.

“At that time, there were those
who were in charge of the country
who [elt that the Alfncan-American
man was not fit to fly an aircraft in
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HAVING A BALL
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Harlem Globetrotters star Handles Franklin paid a visit last
Thursday to St. John's College High School’s Advanced
Placement Physics class, where he traded basketball tricks
with David Hovan. The St. John's science teacher recently -
gamered attention when a 15-second video of his baskethall
spinning skills was posted on YouTube.

Bill Petros,The Current

Group seeks to push Ward 4 school initiatives

By GRAHAM VYSE
Current Stall Writer

With development poised to
transform  their neighborhoods, a
small group of Ward 4 residents
hopes to mobilize their community
e improve schools.

Approximately 20 people zath-
ered Oct. 29 at the Juanita E. Thom-
ton/Shepherd Park Library for a
discussion called “Creating an Edu-
cation Pipeline on the Georgia Ave-
nue Comidor.” The Georgia Avenue
Business Tmprovement District &
Development Corp. and the Black
Student Fund hosted the event.

Moderated by Black Student
Fund executive director Leroy MNes-
bitt, the conversation focused on

Eill Petraf(:urrenl File Photo
Coolidge High School was a topic
of discussion at the meeting.

hovw to use upcoming development
near Walter Reed as a catalyst for
local education activism.

“We know the commumity is
going to look differently 10 to 15
years from now as a result of what’s
going on down the sireet,”™ MNeshiit
said. Several attendees agreed, say-
ing Ward 4 neighborhoods need to

prepare for an influx of new families
that could strain area schools.
Meshitt beran the evening’s dis-
cussion with a bold proposal — the
idea that Ward 4 should look to rep-
licate the approach of Harem Chil-
dren’s Zone, a celebrated New York
City organization that provides chil-
dren in 97 city blocks with “in-

_ school, after-school, social-service,

health and community-building pro-
grams,” according 1o its website,

“T think we ought (o create some-
thing like that in this Georgia Ave-
nue comdor,” Meshitt said. He then
engaged a panel of speakers that
included Frank Jones, a board mem-
ber of Coolidge High School’s alum-
mi association; Faith Wheeler, a
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It’s looking hike the Coms
Avenue service lane m Ol
Park 150"t going amywhen
Defenders of the road, wio o
ate the parking it provades for
businesses, appear to have pe
ed officials that public open
their side,

Following a protracied of
nity debate over whether o pa
modify or do away wah &
way, the D.C. Department of
portation said in a siateme
Wednesday that “the larpess
ment expressed to date by of
nity members and stakeholde
desire to retain the service ks
exists today.”
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Pundits wrong on
school reform, says
education secretary
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Takoma/Brightwood Park advisory
neighborhood commissioner;
Coolidge High School principal
Richard Lawrence; and Takoma
Education Campus principal Rikki
Taylor.

There were few unifving themes
throughout the meeting — panelists
and audience members voiced con-
cems about everythng from family
engagement to academic curriculum
to school discipline — but evervone
seemed to agree on the need for
greater community involvement.

Taylor sounded the alarm on
inadequate family engagement. *“If
we don’t address families with the
needs they have right now in the
community, they'll never be the
advocates for children that they need
to be,” she said.

Termy Goings, the parent coordi-
nator at Coolidge, echoed her state-
ments from the audience. “See, that's
what they have over in Ward 3 -
they have parents who hold the D.C,
Public Schools accountable so they
can get the programs they need”
said Goings.

For his part, Lawrence, who
moved his family from California to
the District this vear, pledged 1o
focus on Coolidge’s graduation
rates. The new prncipal saud he
hopes to ereate pipelines for students
from his school to attend D.C. uni-
versities.

“Sadly, if they are not graduating
our schools, we know that they
become problems on our sireets.” he
said,

MNesbitt concluded the meeting by
acknowledging that he wasn't sure
how this concemned group would
proceed, but he implored the audi-
ence 1o engage their neighbors,

“We hope 1o buld collabomtion,
but there can’t be collaboration with-
out community communication,” he
said. “We don’t know what we're
2oing to do next, but we know we're
going to do something moving for-
ward.”

Beer - Wine - Liquor
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LANE: Parking likely to be retained in Clevelan

From Page 1

unlikely to convince the Cleveland
Park advisory neighborhood com-
mission, which is expected 1o pass a
resolution in favor of keeping the
lane this month.

“I've polled them with a draft
resolution and 1've been tweaking it
to incorporate their views and ver-
biage,” commissioner Richard

Steacy said of his colleagues. The
commission plans 0 vole on the
issue at Monday’s meeting.

All of this delights Ricki Green, a
resident who has advocated preserv-

ing the lane.

“It’s not a done deal,” she said.
“But we feel like we're light-vears
ahead of where we were three weeks
ago. Citizen activism worked."”

Of course, many citizen activists
in Cleveland Park don't see it that
way. Resident Herb Caudill, who
has led the charge to replace the ser-
vice lane with a wide sidewalk, said
in an interview that he’s frustrated
with the verdict the Transportation
Department appears to have reached.

“It doesn’t seem like a very sen-
sible outcome,” he said, though he
acknowledgzed there had been “a
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NO ONE CAN MATCH YOUR CARE

But watching a loved one slip away day by day can be heartbreaking
be as meaningful as possible, with joy and purpose. Today, profession
Care Neighborhood at Thomas Circle are devoted to providing
maximizing successful outcomes. From daily programming o ea
City Club can help bring back smiles and a sense of security o yoi

Call (202) 626-5761 to talk to a professional, or sche
The Gity Clulo Memory Care Tughl

s 4An &x,ceﬂhﬂn_u Choce

THE HEALT

—
g =





